
Supporting your child with 

English Language and 

English Literature at home.
NEW SPECIFICATIONS 8700/8702



Aims of this presentation:

 To ensure parents are familiar with the requirements of the new GCSEs

 To offer resources to support learning at home

 To explain the importance of understanding the examination questions



What’s new with the GCSEs?

English GCSEs are based entirely on examinations. These make up 100 per 

cent of the qualifications. Previously, we have been in a position to complete 

between 40 and 60 per cent of the qualifications with controlled assessments 

(written tasks that are completed in lesson under examination conditions). For 

that reason, it is more important than ever that students understand the 

requirements of the questions.



English Language

 Two Papers

 50 per cent each 

 25 per cent reading; 25 per cent writing

 The questions are the same every year; the only thing that changes is the source 

material



Paper 1









He was famous all over the islands of Ionia. 

He was a Turk.

He was the strongest man who had ever lived. 

He smoked a cigarette. 

















































How can you help?

 You can help by understanding the same content as your child. There is no 

denying that the exams are difficult. They are more difficult that ever 

before! They require students to be reflective, analytical and critical of a 

variety of 19th, 20th and 21st century texts. That is no mean feat!





English Literature:

 A different qualification to the English Language qualification 

 Assessed again by 100 per cent examination. There is no controlled 

assessment for this qualification 



Macbeth/ or Romeo and 

Juliet

Jekyll and Hyde

An Inspector Calls

Anthology Poems

Unseen Poetry - Seen for 

the first time in the exam.



Macbeth or Romeo and 

Juliet

Jekylll and Hyde

An Inspector Calls

Anthology Poems

Unseen Poetry- Seen for 

the first time in the exam.

These texts are not about plot; the poems 

are not about simple themes. They are 

complex. They are about social divide, 

capitalism, exploitation, pride, ambition 

and so on…

All students have (or should have) an 

annotated copy of each of these texts 

(apart from the unseen poems, obviously). 

They need to be reading these every night. 



What might your support look like?

 The best case scenario is that you learn the Language content and the Literature texts and have 

meaningful discussion about it with your child

 You might ask your child to ‘teach’ you the content. Verbalising it will help reinforce the content for 

them and you!

 You might look on the exam board website and download specimen papers

 Ensure your child reads the literature texts every single night during the week. That might sound like 

a lot, but that really is the norm and expectation.  Over the course, students should be regularly re-

reading the exam texts.

 Quiz your child, listen to the unabridged audiobooks, annotate the texts with them, ask them about 

meanings of words and phrases, ask them their opinion on certain non-fiction texts, ensure they are 

reading and commenting on a vast array of media



 Students will be issued with revision materials ahead of each Mock exam period 
and will be guided as to how they can be fully prepared for each exam.  They will 
be required to hand their  revision in to their class teacher and this will be graded 
as either ‘Outstanding’, ‘Good’, ‘Needs Improvement’ or ‘Concern’.

 Students who need further support with revision will be invited to extra sessions in 
school so that they can access help with this.

 Study workshops will run ahead of the year 10 Mock exams and then every week 
on a Wednesday following the October ½ term of year 11.

 Some students will be offered further ‘support’ or ‘stretch’ sessions in the form of 
‘Morning Masterclasses’.

What support do students get from the English 

Department?


